Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum 
Confirmed Minutes of the 12th Meeting held

at 2.00pm on Friday 21st January 2011
at the BBNPA Headquarters, Brecon
Present

Chairman:-  John Evans (JE)

Secretary: - Richard Ball (RB)
Mike Scott-Archer (MSA)

Michael Ash (MA)

Neil Bennett (NB)
Jeremy Atkinson (JA)

Colin Woodley (CW)

Gwyn Gwillim (GG)

David Mantle (DM)

Martin Skinner (MS)

Helen Lloyd Jones (HLJ)

Pamela Bell (PB)


Observers:

Eifion Jones (EJ)



Rights of Way Officer, BBNPA

Kirsty Mallindine (KM)


Access Assistant, BBNPA

Avril Barnes (AB)



Rights of Way Assistant, BBNPA

Two members of the public were present: Geoff Williams, Chairman of Carmarthenshire LAF, and Andrew Fleming, Definitive Map Officer Blaenau Gwent CBC.
1.
Welcome and Apologies







JE welcomed members and observers.  Apologies for absence were received from Julian Atkins and David Thomas.  RB informed members that Graham Davies had tendered his resignation from the BBNP LAF.  JE is to send a letter thanking GD for his work.
Action Point: JE to send letter thanking GD.
2.
Confirmation of Minutes from the Meeting of 2nd September, 2010
The minutes were accepted with no alterations and it was agreed that JE should sign them as a true record.
3.
Matters Arising not otherwise appearing on Agenda
3.1  NAW Sustainability Committee – Water Related Recreation 
CCW had been asked to perform a consultation with regard to a draft water related recreation code of conduct, which was due to end on 10 January 2011.  Extra time has been granted due to bad weather.
There are five bullet points in the code of conduct with each section expanded:

· Be safe – plan ahead

· Respect the local community

· Protect the natural environment

· Consider other people

· Leave no trace of your visit

It was decided that JE, RB and one other member would comment as soon as possible.
Action Point: JE, RB and PB to comment on the draft water related recreation code of conduct as soon as possible.

3.2  Planning Application Advertisements Affecting RoWs
JuA has liaised with Planning colleagues regarding advertisements.  Colleagues have reviewed the guidance on advertising and are satisfied that the BBNPA are applying the guidance correctly.
 3.3  Relationship with NPA
JuA has taken the LAF’s proposal that the LAF chairman presents the Annual Report to the PAROW and to the Authority’s Corporate Management Team (CMT).  CMT have agreed the proposal, therefore the 2010-11 Annual Report from the LAF will need to be presented by the Chairman of the newly constituted Forum after 1 April 2011.
3.4  Community Council Support for Local Footpaths
RB has received two further responses from Community Councils (CC).  Llywel CC said that responsibility for footpath maintenance lies with BBNPA.  Tawe Uchaf CC undertake some footpath maintenance such as strimming and clearing operations.
4.
CROW Act Restriction on Disused Railway Swansea Valley
PAROW committee made a Direction at their last meeting for the exclusion of the CROW right of access to access land on the disused railway in the Upper Swansea Valley under section 25(1)(b) of the CROW Act.  The Forum agreed to support that Direction.
RB presented photographs showing the deterioration between September 2010 and January 2011.  The landowners are seeking ways to re-instate the route, either through an insurance claim or external funding.  The Ramblers have offered support and Sustrans may be of help.  The cost of the repair will be significant.
5.
National Park Management Plan Update
Members had received copies of the English version of the National Park Management Plan (NPMP) and Bradley Welch (BW), BBNPA Management Plan Officer, informed members that the Welsh version had now also been distributed.
There are three further documents connected to the NPMP.  The Action Plan is near completion, the Consultation Summary looking at comments that were made is still being written, and a lighter version of the plan that will be approximately 10 pages long is in its second draft and is hoped to be finished by April 2011.
6.
Remote Area Policy


A PowerPoint presentation (attached) was given by BW.  

JA said that the definition of remoteness needed careful consideration.  At present an area is considered remote if it is two miles from a tarmac road but maybe a unit of time should be used, which would take topography into account.  BW said that the time it takes to get a rescue team to an area and whether you can hear traffic has been considered.

MSA said that wind farm and reservoir development should be excluded from any further development in these areas.  CW said that planning departments should take into account the periphery of remote areas.

RB informed members that he was in the process of compiling a funding application to Grantscape for path erosion work in the Carmarthen Fans, a remote area.  Surveys had been conducted in 2006 and 2010 and there had been a marked deterioration in path condition.  He emphasised that the work was for path erosion control rather than promotion and asked the BBNP LAF members for support.  This was given providing the work will be sympathetic to the surroundings.
Action Point: JE to write a letter of support for path erosion control work in the Llyn y Fan Fach area.
7.
Water Related Recreation
Gerald Richards was unable to attend but a written report was tabled.  It was decided to postpone this item until the next meeting.
8.
Letter from the Carmarthenshire Riders
Karen Burch, Chairman of Carmarthenshire Riders, had sent letters to BBNPA, BBNP LAF, Llandovery and Cwmamman Town Councils.  She is seeking support for bridleways to be waymarked where they cross the open hill on the Black Mountain.
EJ informed members that the BBNPA’s view is it is inappropriate to waymark above the hill fence.  He said that a rider needs to be able to use a map and compass as they may get caught in fog where waymarkers would be of no use.  NB agreed that the ability to navigate is essential for riders using the hills as bridleways are lightly used and therefore not defined.  MS said that waymarkers and rows of cairns detract from the experience of remoteness.
NB queried EJ's assertion that it is not BBNPA policy to waymark on the open hill as waymarkers have been placed on the Black Mountains and Llangorse Mountain. JA told members that the bridleways on the Black Mountain are essentially straight lines on a map due to the original routes being undefined at the time of preparation of the definitive map.

HLJ was in favour of waymaking the safest, least boggy route and see if the public complain about a reduced experience.  MS thought that it would be wrong to waymark; it would be insidious and become an expectation.
JE asked members to vote whether they thought the BBNP LAF should advise BBNPA to alter their policy on waymarking bridleways on the hill.  Seven members voted for no change, two members voted for alteration and one member abstained.

9.
Establish Bridleway Principles
Following a presentation of his paper and site visit regarding bridleway obstructions, NB felt that there had been no further progress.  He asked BBNP LAF members to make a recommendation to BBNPA concerning the legality of furniture on rights of way.
EJ told members that the definitive statement makes no mention of any structures and that after 60 years of farming practices such as hedge removal and the introduction of fences and gates there are likely to be many un-authorised structures on the rights of way network that are effectively illegal. However it is often not practical to enforce such structures as there is no evidence to suggest when they were erected.
Members agreed that it would strongly recommend the BBNPA to adopt a policy about furniture on RoWs.

Action Point: JE to write a letter to BBNPA strongly recommending them to adopt a policy about furniture on RoWs.
10.
A465 (Heads of the Valleys Road)

RB reported that there are two consultations on improvements to the A465 road, one between Brynmawr and Gilwern, and the other between Brynmawr and Tredegar. 

The first section is through the Clydach Gorge, which will present many technical issues. Hyder and Alun Griffiths C E are bidding for the design work on the Clydach section on an early contractor involvement basis.  Bids from contractors need to be with WAG by the end of January and the contractor that will carry out the design work will be announced in June.
Comments are being taken for the Environmental Statement scoping report for second section.

Action Point:  This item to be carried forward for the next meeting for a progress report.

11.
Hay Festival
HLJ reported that John Wilks, formally of Over The Hill, had volunteered his services on Tuesday 31 May 2011.  The event will take place at Cusop Community Hall where participants will learn to use a map and compass.  Skills learnt will be put to the test in the field in the afternoon.  There will places for 20 people.  The event will be jointly sponsored by BBNP LAF and Ramblers Cymru. 
12.
Waun Fignen Felen

JuA says that all of the structures installed in early 2010 have been removed from site as have the bales of wool previously installed. Work is now focusing on completing a hydrological survey of the bog and finalising the management plan.
13.
LAF Appointments and Attendance

No members had been lost through non-attendance, but GD has resigned.
Membership ends on 31 March 2011.  BBNPA will distribute forms to members for re-selection.  JE reported that both he and HLJ will be standing down.  He urged members to encourage suitable candidates to apply for membership.
14.
Transport Links to BBNPA
A paper concerning public transport in and around BBNP (attached) by MA was distributed amongst members before the meeting.

MA told members that transport links for people staying within the BBNP for any length of time were virtually non existent.  He said that there was a problem throughout Wales and the National Park could not be looked at in isolation.  The BBNPA needed to liaise with surrounding areas for a comprehensive bus service.  The bus service needs to be considered before rail as it is a cheaper option.

Action Point: MA to draft a letter to BBNPA on behalf of BBNP LAF and bring it to the next meeting.

15.
Glastir – Permissive Access
Less than 3,000 farmers have shown interest in Glastir.  Elin Jones, Minister for Rural Affairs, has announced that there will be an independent review into the scheme.  It is due to report by the end of February.
RB reported that two Commons Development Officers had been appointed in the National Park; Judy Hart in the east and Daniel Delaney in the west.

16.  
ROWIP Implementation and Funding

EJ reported that approximately £70,000 had already been claimed and the rest would be claimed for by the end of February.  About 80% of projects have now been completed.
There will be ROWIP funding available over the next financial year, but at a much lower level - £50,000 rather than the current £92,000 received annually for the last three years.

17.   
RoW Orders

A definitive map modification order had been made in December to register a Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) at Pencelli.  This had been objected to on technical grounds.
18.    
North Wales Outdoor Partnership

MS told members that the North West Wales Outdoor Partnership was established in 2005 primarily by people involved in outdoor recreation.  It was estimated that their industry provided £1.4 million to the economy of that area and provided employment for 8,400 people.  However the communities of Gwynedd, Conwy and Anglesey had limited opportunities to use the Snowdonia area.  As a result, the potential for healthy lifestyles, securing employment and self-fulfillment were being missed.    
The partnership mainly targets school children through schools and activity clubs.  They identify potential leaders / instructors and give them training. Schools are encourages to embed outdoor activities into their curriculum. 

Funding from the Welsh Assembly Government through the Sports Council Wales was used to appoint 4 development officers and sponsorship from local outdoor retailers gave equipment to clubs.  Many children have gone on to gain qualifications and are now employed in the industry.  

MS would like to see the scheme extended throughout Wales but funds are in short supply.  RB said that the South Wales Activity Providers Group had been set up as a result of the gorge walking workshop and this may be a vehicle to take this type of scheme forward.
Action Point: MS to liaise with Tracey Evans, North West Wales Outdoor Partnership to obtain advice as to how to take this forward. South Wales Activity Providers Group to be added to the next agenda.  
19.
Report of Wales LAF Chairs Meeting
MSA gave a verbal report of the Wales LAF Chairs meeting held in October 2010.  He told members that the Chairs had agreed a manifesto to be addressed to all the present members of the National Assembly of Wales and to all prospective members about funding for rights of way.

The Welsh Assembly Government Rural Development sub-committee met in November to discuss rural tourism.  MSA raised concerns regarding the importance of sustained funding after 2011 for ROWIP.  He also pointed out that volunteers helping to implement ROWIP on the ground needed qualified instructors and volunteers of the future could be young people seeking work experience.
20.
Any Other Business


20.1 Penderyn Fence
CW informed members that the commoners were still waiting for BBNPA to submit an application for the fence’s retention.  JE asked for an update at the next meeting.
20.2 Forestry Commission

JE reported conversations with Richard Gable as a result of which the Commission had agreed to use a safer route for the extraction of felled timber.  He cited this as an example of good relationships developed through the LAF.

20.3 Great Porthamel

MSA asked for the re-routing of the footpath at Great Porthamel to be added to the next agenda.

20.4 Long Distance Bridleways

HLJ suggested that the possibility of establishing an East – West bridleway, eventually linking Pembrokeshire to England, should be explored by the BBNPA in conjunction with adjoining local authorities.
Action Point: Fencing to be added to the next agenda. Great Porthamel footpath to be added to the next agenda.  
21.
Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held on 17 March 2011 at 2 pm in Brecon.
The meeting closed at 16:30
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